Congressman Harold Rogers

Welcomes You

To Washington, D.C. 


WHAT TO SEE AND WHERE TO SEE IT!

Please make my office at 2406 Rayburn House Office Building, Washington, DC 20515 your first stop in Washington. You can meet my staff, inquire about weekly events, and receive passes to the House gallery – or, call us at (202) 225-4601.

U.S. CAPITOL—Capitol / Visitors Center, First Street and East Capitol Street SE
Metro Station: Capitol South, Blue and Orange Lines
 The Capitol is the oldest federal building in Washington, housing the Legislative branch of our government.  The Capitol Visitors Center provides citizens with a welcoming and educational environment in which they can learn about our government’s legislative process as well as the architecture and art of the Capitol.  Tours are available from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday through Saturday except for Thanksgiving Day, Christmas Day, New Year's Day and on Inauguration Day.   The Galleries of the Senate and House of Representatives Chambers are open to the public whenever either body is in session. The House of Representatives is open when the House is out of session, Monday through Friday, 9 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. Call (202) 266-8000 for further information http://www.house.gov, http://www.senate.gov, and http://visitthcapitol.gov. 

 LIBRARY OF CONGRESS—First Street and Independence Avenue, SE
 Metro Station-Capitol South, Blue and Orange Lines
 The Library of Congress is the largest library in the world, housing over 75 million items including books, pictures, movies, maps, and exhibits.  The Thomas Jefferson Building is open to the public Monday-Saturday from 8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.; the James Madison Memorial Madison Building is open from 8:30 a.m. – 9:30 p.m. Monday-Friday and 8:30 a.m. Saturdays; and the John Adams Building is open 8:30 a.m. – 9:30 p.m. Monday, Wednesday, Friday and 8:30 a.m. – 5 p.m. Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday.  All buildings are closed on Thanksgiving Day, Christmas Day, and New Year’s Day.  The Madison and Adams buildings are closed all other federal holidays.  For information, call 

(202) 707-9779 or visit http://www.loc.gov/visit/  
THE SUPREME COURT—First Street and Maryland Avenue, NW 
Metro Station: Capitol South, Blue and Orange Lines
 The nation’s highest court meets in this building.  Open Monday – Friday, 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.; closed Saturdays, Sundays, and holidays.  Lectures are held from 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m., every half-hour on the hour.  The phone number is (202) 497-3211.  http://www.supremecourtus.gov/
THE WHITE HOUSE – 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Metro Stations: Metro Center, Blue, Orange, and Red Lines; Farragut North, Red Line:  Be sure not to miss the Executive mansion while in Washington.  Tours of the White House are available for groups of 10 or more from 7:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. Tuesday through Thursday, 7:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. Fridays, and 7:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Saturdays (excluding federal holidays) and must be scheduled through Members of Congress six months ahead of time.  Visit the White House Visitors Center, open 7 days a week from 7:30 a.m. until 4:00 p.m., to learn more about the White House.  For tour information, call 202-456-7041.  http://www.whitehouse.gov/ 
SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION:  The hours of the following institutions are noted below.  Recorded information about special events is available daily at (202) 633-5285.  General visitor information for all Smithsonian Institution Museums is (202) 633-1000.
· National Air and Space Museum – 6th Street and Independence Avenue, SW Metro Stations: L’Enfant Plaza, Blue, Orange, Yellow and Green Lines; Smithsonian, Blue and Orange Lines
Hours are 10:00 am - 5:30 pm daily except on Christmas, with an extension from 10:00 am - 7:30 pm between March 28 and September 7.  One of the world’s most popular museums, the National Air and Space Museum displays the Wright Brothers’ plane, The Spirit of St. Louis, the Apollo 11 command module and many other interesting exhibits.  For tour information, call (202) 633-2563. http://www.nasm.si.edu/ 
· National Museum of American History – 14th St. & Constitution Avenue, NW
Metro Stations: Smithsonian Station, Orange and Blue Lines
Open every day except Christmas Day, the National Museum of American History’s hours are from 10:00 am – 7:30 pm on days between June 12 and August 16, and from 10:00 am – 6:30 pm between August 17 and September 7.  Highlights include the First Ladies’ gowns, George Washington’s uniform and tent, and milestones of American invention including Bell’s telephone, Ford’s Model-T, and Whitney’s model of the original cotton gin. For information call (202) 633-1000. http://americanhistory.si.edu/index.cfm 
· Museum of Natural History – 10th Street and Constitution Avenue, NW
 Metro Stations: Smithsonian Station, Orange and Blue Lines
 Open nearly year-round (except on Christmas Day), the Museum’s hours are 10:00 am to 5:30 pm. Through Labor Day 9/7/09, Museum’s hours are 10 am until 7:30 pm.  Exhibits range in size from the mounted African bush elephant, dinosaur skeletons, and the 92-foot model of a white-blue whale to the Hope Diamond and the bones of a tiny pocket mouse.  Call (202) 633-1000 for general information.  http://www.mnh.si.edu/ 
· Smithsonian Building – 1000 Jefferson Drive, SW
Metro Stations: Smithsonian Station, Orange and Blue Lines
 Hours are from 8:30 am to 5:30 pm daily.  Too many visitors miss this building – popularly known as The Castle – which symbolizes the entire Smithsonian.  It was the institution’s first building.  Today it houses the Visitor Information Center.  The phone number is (202) 633-1000.  http://www.si.edu/visit/infocenter/sicastle.htm 
HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL MUSEUM – 100 Raoul Wallenberg Place, SW
Metro Stations—Smithsonian Station, Orange and Blue Lines
Open from 10:00 am to 5:20 pm daily except Yom Kippur and Christmas Day.  Admission to the museum is free, and passes are not necessary for entering the Museum building, special exhibitions, the interactive Wexner Center, and other Museum resources; however, passes are required to view the main exhibit.  The main phone number is (202) 488-0400.  http://www.ushmm.org/ 
BUREAU OF ENGRAVING AND PRINTING (The MINT) – 14th and C Streets, SW Metro Station: Smithsonian Station, Orange and Blue Lines
 See how U.S. currency is printed at the Mint.  Tours are given every 15 minutes from 9:00 a.m. – 10:45 a.m. & 12:30 p.m.-2:00 p.m. on weekdays. Call 1-866-874-2330 (toll-free) for tour information http://www.bep.treas.gov/  
MONUMENTS AND MEMORIALS: Washington, D.C. is a very busy metropolitan area. Parking is at a premium throughout the entire city. It is highly recommended that you make use of the efficient public transit system (Metro rail and Metro bus) as well as Tourmobile, the official interpretive visitor transportation service for the National Mall and Memorial Parks. Information and schedules for Metro can be found at www.wmata.com. Information and schedules for Tourmobile may be found at www.tourmobile.com. Private paid parking garages and lots can be found downtown north of the National Mall. Free on street parking is generally restricted to two hours (ticketing/towing enforced).
· Jefferson Memorial – southern end of the National Mall, adjacent to the Tidal Basin in West Potomac Park:  A tribute to our Nation’s third President.  Although it is open 24 hours a day, Rangers are on duty to answer questions from 9:30 am to 11:30 pm.  Rent a pedal-boat at the Swan Boathouse for a cruise on the Basin from Memorial Day to Labor Day.  Call (202) 426-6841 for visitor information. http://www.nps.gov/thje 
· Lincoln Memorial – at the west end of the Mall:  Again, it is open 2 hours a day, but Rangers are available from 9:30 am to 11:30 pm.  Call (202) 426-6841 with questions.  http://www.nps.gov/linc 
· Washington Monument – on the Mall at 15th Street, NW
Metro Station: Smithsonian Station, Orange and Blue Lines
This most famous of all Washington landmarks provides a breathtaking view of the city from its top.  You can get to the top in 70 seconds by elevator.  Open daily from 9:00 am to 10:00 pm, except on July 4th and December 25th.  The phone number is (202) 426-6841.  http://www.nps.gov/wamo 
· Iwo Jima Memorial – across the Potomac in Arlington, Virginia
Metro Station: Rosslyn, Orange and Blue Lines
This statue was erected in memory of the Marines who lost their lives in World War II at the Battle of Iwo Jima. 
· Korean War Memorial – between 21st and 23rd Streets, NW
Southern end of the Mall:  This memorial is the work of two artists.  Frank Gaylord was the principle sculptor of the statues and Louis Nelson created the mural etched faces on the wall.  Open daily except Christmas Day from 8:00 am to 11:45 pm.  Park information can be obtained by calling (202) 426-6841 or by visiting http://www.nps.gov/kwvm/home.htm  
· Vietnam Veterans Memorial – on the northern end of the Mall between 21st and 22nd Streets, NW
Metro Station: Smithsonian, Orange and Blue Lines

One of the most powerful and moving monuments in Washington, the Vietnam Veterans Memorial has become a tourist favorite as well.  Open to the public 24 hours a day with Rangers available from 9:30 am to 11:30 pm daily.  Call (202) 426-6841 with questions.  http://www.nps.gov/vive/ 
· Franklin Delano Roosevelt Memorial – 1850 West Basin, SW
This memorial depicts the 12 pivotal years of the presidency of Franklin Delano Roosevelt.  Open daily for 24 hours except Christmas Day, with Rangers on duty from 9:30 am to 11:30 pm Call (202) 426-6841 with any questions.  http://www.nps.gov/frde/ 
THE ART GALLERIES OF WASHINGTON:

· National Gallery of Art – on the National Mall between 3rd and 7th Streets at Constitution Avenue NW
Metro Station: Judiciary Square, Red Line; National Archives, Yellow and Green Lines; Smithsonian, Blue and Orange Lines  
Open Monday through Saturday from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. and Sunday from 11:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. The Gallery is closed on December 25 and January 1.  The main building and I.M. Pei’s magnificent East Building house the Nation’s art treasures and are connected by an underground concourse.  The National Gallery encompasses all aspects of the visual arts.  For information call (202) 737-4215.  http://www.nga.gov/ 
· Hirshhorn Museum and Sculpture Garden – Independence Ave.  7th Street, SW
 Metro Station: L’Enfant Plaza, Yellow and Green Lines, Orange and Blue Lines
 Filled with art from all over the world, the Hirshhorn features contemporary painting and sculpture from the past 125 years.  The museum is open daily except December 25 from 10 am to 5:30 pm.  Call (202) 633-4674 with any questions.  http://hirshhorn.si.edu/ 
· The Freer Gallery of Art and the Arthur M. Sackler Gallery – Jefferson Drive at 12th Street, SW (Freer) and 1050 Independence Avenue, SW (Sackler)
Metro Station: Smithsonian Station, Orange and Blue Lines
A gift to the Smithsonian Institution, these museums features Far and Near East art works, some dating back 2,000 years. Hours are from 10 AM to 5:30 PM every day except Dec. 25.  Call (202) 633-1000 for information.  http://www.asia.si.edu/ 
· National Portrait Gallery – 8th and F Street, NW
 Metro Station: Gallery Place-Chinatown, Yellow and Green Lines, Red Line
This museum features paintings of prominent Americans by American artists.  Be sure to visit the presidents’ gallery.  Hours are 11:30 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. daily.  Closed December 25. For information call (202) 633-8300.  http://www.npg.si.edu/ 
· National Museum of African Art – 950 Independence Avenue, SW
Smithsonian Station, Orange and Blue Lines; L’Enfant Plaza, Yellow and Green Lines, Orange and Blue Lines:  The National Museum of African Art has in its possession the finest American collection of African art, as well as American art influenced by African styles.  Hours are 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. daily except December 25.  Call (202) 633-4600 with questions.  http://africa.si.edu/index2.html 
· Renwick Gallery:  1661 Pennsylvania Avenue N.W. (at 17th Street)
Metro Station: Farragut North, Red Line; Farragut West, Blue and Orange lines:  The Renwick is a small, intimate museum that features early American furnishings, as well as many examples of Americana.  It is open 10:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. daily
and is closed December 25.  The phone number for museum information is (202) 633-7970.  http://americanart.si.edu/ 

· Smithsonian American Art Museum – 8th and F Streets, NW
 Metro Station: Gallery Place-Chinatown, Yellow and Green Lines, Red Line  This museum celebrates American art and culture from the colonial period to today.  Your favorite American artist surely has paintings hanging on the walls of this beautiful building.   Its hours are 11:30 a.m. - 7:00 p.m. daily. However, it is closed December 25. For museum information call (202) 633-7970.  http://americanart.si.edu/ 
· The Corcoran Gallery of Art – 17th Street at New York Avenue, NW
Metro Station: Farragut West, Orange and Blue Lines, Farragut North, Red Line Its hours are as follows:  Wednesday, Friday, Saturday and Sunday 10am to 5pm; Thursday 10am to 9pm; closed Monday and Tuesday.  This permanent collection includes many familiar American and European paintings as well as changing exhibits by contemporary American artists.  The phone number for general information is (202) 639-1700.  http://www.corcoran.org/ 
· The Phillips Collection –1600 21st Street, NW
Dupont Circle, Red Line
This private collection features some of the finest French Impressionist paintings in America.  The Phillips is located in the heart of Washington’s “artist community.”  Hours are from 10:00 am to 5:00 pm Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday, and Saturday; 10:00 am to 8:30 pm Thursday; and 11:00 am to 6:00 pm Sunday.  Closed Mondays and New Year's Day, Independence Day, Thanksgiving Day, and Christmas Day.  Call (202) 387-2151[image: image1.png]


 to contact the museum.  http://www.phillipscollection.org/ 
NATIONAL ARCHIVES – between Seventh and Ninth Streets, NW with entrances on Pennsylvania and Constitution Avenues
Metro Station: Archives/Navy Memorial, Yellow and Green Lines
The original Declaration of Independence, Constitution, and Bill of rights are on display here.  The museum hours are 10:00 am to 7:00 pm March 15 to Labor Day and 10:00 am to 5:30 pm from the day after Labor Day to March 14.   If you are interested in a tour, call 202-357-5450 to schedule a date and time for your visit.  http://www.archives.gov/nae/ 
NATIONAL AQUARIUM WASHINGTON DC– 14th Street between Constitution and Pennsylvania Avenue

Metro Station: Federal Triangle, Orange and Blue Lines
 This is the nation’s oldest aquarium, with 50 tanks full of fish, frogs, alligators, sharks, and other aquatic creatures on display.  Open 7 days a week from 9 am to 5 pm.  Closed on Christmas Day.  The telephone number is (202) 377-2825.

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION – Pennsylvania Street, between 9th and 10th Streets NW
Metro Station: Federal Triangle, Orange and Blue Lines; Archives/Navy Memorial, Yellow and Green Lines
 The headquarters tour is closed for renovations, with no date scheduled for its reopening.  The telephone number is (202) 324-3447.  http://www.fbi.gov/ 
FORD’S THEATER AND THE LINCOLN MUSEUM – 10th Street between E and F Streets, NW
 Metro Stations: Metro Center, Red Line, Blue and Orange Lines; Gallery Place, Red Line, Green and Yellow Lines; Archives/Navy Memorial, Yellow and Green Lines
 Visit the location where President Lincoln was assassinated.  Self-guided tours are available 7 days a week from 9:00 am to 5:00 pm..  Large groups require reservations.  Call (202) 347-4833 if you have any questions.  http://www.fords.org/ 
NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC WORLD HEADQUARTERS – 17th and M Streets, NW Metro Station: Farragut West, Orange and Blue Lines, Farragut North, Red Line

Experience a wide variety of exhibits and displays that reflect the richness and diversity of our world.  Its hours are 9:00 am to 5:00 pm Monday through Saturday and 10:00 am to 5:00 pm. It is closed December 25.  Call (202) 857-7588 with any questions.  http://events.nationalgeographic.com/events/locations/center/museum/ 

JOHN F. KENNEDY CENTER FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS – New Hampshire Avenue, NW, and the Rock Creek Parkway
Metro Station: Foggy Bottom, Blue and Orange Lines:  Tours of site include the majestic Hall of States Hall of Nations and five of the Center's main theaters.  The Center is open weekdays from 10:00 am to 5:00 pm and weekends from 10:00 am to 1:00 pm.  Walk-ins are welcome.  Call (202) 416-8340 for more information.  http://www.kennedy-center.org/index.cfm 
THE NATIONAL ZOO -- 3100 Connecticut Avenue
Metro Stops: Woodley Park-Zoo/Adams Morgan or Cleveland Park, Red Line
Home to hundreds of animals, birds, and reptiles.  Open 10:00 am to 6:00 pm April through October and 10:00 am to 5:00 pm November through March.  Call (202) 633-4800 for more information.  http://nationalzoo.si.edu/default.cfm 

EMBASSY ROW – Massachusetts Avenue, NW from Sheridan Circle North to Wisconsin Avenue
Some of the most impressive and varied residential architecture – ranging from the traditional British diplomatic compound to the sleek Brazilian Embassy – can be found along this stately avenue.
GEORGETOWN – Metro Station—Foggy Bottom, Blue and Orange Lines
Once a busy port town, Georgetown is now the focal point of much of Washington’s night life – containing some of the best restaurants, cafes, and night spots in town.  Georgetown-by-day has a charm all its own.  A few blocks to either side of the commercial area are some of the quaintest residential streets in the country.  Highlights include:  

· Dumbarton Oaks – 1703 32nd Street NW:  This estate features formal gardens, a mansion and an intimate museum housing an impressive collection of pre-Columbian and Byzantine artifacts.  The museum is open daily except Mondays from 2:00 pm to 5:00 pm; the gardens are open daily except Mondays from 2:00 pm to 5:00 pm during the winter and 2:00 pm to 6:00 pm in the summer.  For general information call (202) 339-6401.  http://www.doaks.org/
· Georgetown University – 37th and O Street:  Stroll through the famous campus, built in 1789.  http://www.georgetown.edu/
WASHINGTON NATIONAL CATHEDRAL – Wisconsin and Massachusetts Avenues, NW
The largest Gothic cathedral in the Western Hemisphere.  The Gloria-in-Excelsis tower is the highest point in Washington.  Open Monday through Friday from 10:00 am to 5:30 pm, Saturday 10:00 am to 4:30 pm, and Sunday from 8:00 am to 5:00 pm.  For more information call (202) 537-6200.  http://www.nationalcathedral.org/
ARLINGTON NATIONAL CEMETERY – Arlington, Virginia Metro Station: Arlington Cemetery, Blue Line
See the tomb of the unknowns, the Amphitheater, the Custis-Lee Mansion, and the graves of Presidents John F. Kennedy and William Howard Taft.  Arlington National Cemetery is open to the public at 8:00 a.m. 365 days a year. From April 1 to Sept. 30 the cemetery closes at 7:00 p.m.; the other six months it closes at 5:00 p.m. For general information call (703) 607-8000. http://www.arlingtoncemetery.org/ 
MOUNT VERNON – Virginia:  Enjoy George Washington’s mansion overlooking the Potomac River.  It is open to the public every day of the year.  The hours vary depending on the time of the year:  April through August, 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. March, September, and October, 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. November through February, 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.  Admission costs are $15 for adults, $14 for seniors, $7 for youths age 6-11, and free under 6. For more information call (703) 780-2000.  http://www.mountvernon.org/
OLD TOWN ALEXANDRIA – Alexandria, Virginia
 Metro Stations: King Street, Blue and Yellow Lines, Braddock Road, Blue and Yellow Lines
 Located just minutes from downtown Washington, the city of George Washington looks much the way it did in the latter part of the 18th century.  Walk the same cobblestone streets and shops that General Washington frequented.  http://oha.alexandriava.gov/
