
CONGRESSMAN HAL ROGERS 
 

Serving Kentucky’s 5th Congressional District since 1981, Hal Rogers is currently in his 15th term 
representing the people of southern and eastern Kentucky.  Rogers is the longest serving 
Kentucky Republican ever elected to federal office.  With a focus on economic development, job 
creation, fighting illegal drug use and preserving the natural treasures of Appalachia, Rogers has 
a reputation of listening to his constituents and fighting for the interests of the region he 
represents.  Nationally, his focus is on homeland security and keeping America safe.  

Born in rural Kentucky and representing one of the poorest Congressional Districts in the nation- 
Rogers works tirelessly to bring jobs, better education, and greater opportunities to the hard 
working families living in his district.  His vision for a stronger Appalachia spurred some of the 
greatest success stories in southern and eastern Kentucky.  Organizations such as PRIDE, 
Operation UNITE, and TOUR SEKY have brought local communities together by taking care of 
the environment, providing hope in the fight against drugs, and creating jobs by increasing 
tourism in one of the most beautiful regions of the country.  

Appointed to the powerful Appropriations Committee in 1983, Rogers is known for his tough 
oversight, and tenacity in holding federal agencies and Departments accountable for their 
wasteful spending and excessive growth.  During his time on the Committee, Rogers has served 
on eight different subcommittees, including Chairman or Ranking Member of three.  In January 
2003, he was selected to serve as the first chairman of the Subcommittee on Homeland Security, 
and because of his strong leadership, he currently is serving a rare and historical 4th term as the 
top Republican on this committee.  In this role, Rogers repeatedly fights to ensure that first 
responders have the resources they need so that America is better protected and prepared in the 
event of a disaster.  Rogers has also led the fight against illegal immigration, helping to steer 
resources for construction of the border fence, hiring of additional border patrol agents, and 
assistance to States and localities to help enforce immigration laws. 

Whether Rogers is on Capitol Hill fighting to secure the borders, implementing stronger 
Congressional oversight for homeland security, and ensuring that taxpayer money is being used 
appropriately, or whether he is home in southern and eastern Kentucky working to make a 
difference in the lives of the individuals he represents, Rogers remains committed to being a 
strong voice in Congress for fiscal responsibility, economic development and national security.   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Quick Facts: 

Family: Rogers was married to Shirley McDowell Rogers for 37 years until her death in 1995.  
Together, they raised three grown children, Anthony, Allison and John.  Rogers remarried to 
Cynthia Dolye Rogers in May 1999. 

Current Home: Somerset, Kentucky 

Born: December 31, 1937, Wayne County Kentucky 

Education:  Attended Ramsey and Monticello public schools 

Graduated Wayne County High School, 1955 

B.A., University of Kentucky, 1962 

LL.B., University of Kentucky Law School, 1964 

Honorary Degrees: Morehead State University 

Cumberland College 

Lincoln Memorial University 

Lindsey Wilson College 

Pikeville College 

Union College 

Military: Kentucky and North Carolina National Guard, 1957-1964 

Political Affiliation: Republican 

Elected: 1980 

Committee Assignments: House Appropriations Committee 

Homeland Security Subcommittee (Ranking Member) 

Defense Subcommittee 

House Republican Steering Committee 

Previous Committee Assignments:  House Energy and Commerce Committee (1981-1982) 

House Budget Committee (1987-1992) 

 


