SCRIPT – SOAR INTERVIEW
HOST:  JILL FRALEY

JILL:  Hello, I’m Jill Fraley and I want to welcome our special guests, Kentucky Governor Steve Beshear and Congressman Hal Rogers. Here in Kentucky’s Appalachian region, our small communities and families face challenging economic times, especially in the coalfields, where we’ve lost more than 6,000 jobs in the last two years. In response, Governor Beshear and Congressman Rogers have launched a plan to bring together leaders from across southern and eastern Kentucky to strategize a path forward for our future.

They have named the initiative, SOAR – Saving Our Appalachian Region – and everyone who loves southern and eastern Kentucky is invited to take part in a free summit coming up on December 9th at the East Kentucky Expo Center in Pikeville.
Governor Beshear, tell us why you and the Congressman chose to launch this initiative.
Governor Beshear answer
JILL:  Congressman, this initiative seems to take a grassroots approach similar to what we’ve seen with PRIDE and Operation UNITE. With the loss of so many coal jobs, we really need more good paying jobs in our region, so who needs to be a part of this summit? Who do you hope to hear from?
Rep. Rogers answer

JILL:  Governor, what will happen at the summit?

Governor Beshear answer

JILL:  Congressman, do you think the SOAR summit has the potential to alter the future of our region?
Rep. Rogers answer
JILL: Some critics say they’ve heard it all before. Governor, what makes this initiative different from anything we’ve seen in the past?
Governor Beshear answer
JILL: This is truly a unique partnership, a bi-partisan effort between our long-standing Congressman and our Governor. Congressman, what is the key to sustaining this initiative beyond the summit in December?
Rep. Rogers answer

JILL:  Thank you both for being here. If you want to attend the SOAR Summit in Pikeville on December 9th, and you can sign up at k-y-d-l-g-web.ky.gov.  Registration is free and open to anyone who is interested in the future of Kentucky’s Appalachian region. We hope to see you there!
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